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ties of business kept him in Philadelphia and more or less associated with Robert Morris, sometimes acting as his agent, sometimes on his own account. Together they devised plans and projects, new adventures of many kinds which promised success and pecuniary advancement. As early as 1782 Congress had instructed Robert Morris to report on the foreign coin then circulating in the United States. A letter with a full exposition of the subject was sent to Congress, officially signed by Robert Morris, but written, as Mr. Jefferson said, by the Assistant Superintendent of Finance. The most interesting part of this report was a new plan for an American coinage, which originated with Gouverneur Morris, and which was, in fact, the basis of the system now in use. In 1784 it is worth noting that Morris became known to the French Ministry through two letters written to the Marquis de Chastellux in regard to the commercial relations between France and the United States, but particularly the West India trade. M. de Chastellux says : "Your letters have been communicated to M. le Mar6chal de Castries, Minister of Marine, who is delighted with them ; he told me that he had seen nothing superior or more full of powerful thought on the subject of government and politics."
In 1786 his mother, who had been an invalid for several years, died. By his father's will the estate of Morrisania, after the death of Mrs. Morris, devolved upon the second son, Staats Long Morris, who had married in England the Duchess of Gordon, and was a general in the British army. Lewis, the eldest son, had received his portion before his father's death, and, under his father's will General Morris, when he should become possessed of the property, was to pay a legacy of ^7,000 to the other children. Of this sum ^2,000 were to come to Gouverneur. General Morris was quite willing to part with Morrisania,to the balancing effect on his
